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Pedernales Electric Cooperative, Aus-
tin Energy, and other electric pro-
viders in Texas-25 who worked tire-
lessly through a brutal winter storm to
meet the needs of Texans and across
the State.

They put their lives in danger, work-
ing around the clock in subzero tem-
peratures and in harsh conditions to
restore critical power as quickly as
possible.

Due to their fortitude and grit, lives
were saved, animals were saved, and
communities were restored and on
track to recovery.

You are our heroes, and on behalf of
the 25th Congressional District of
Texas, we simply say thank you. In
God we trust.

———

VIOLENCE AGAINST ASIAN
AMERICANS IS UN-AMERICAN

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to speak on the horrific
anti-Asian American sentiment that
has been brewing in our country.

Like all of you, I was heartbroken by
this week’s shooting in Georgia. This
violent act of hate has no place in our
country. While this tragedy deserves
all our outrage and attention, it is im-
portant to remember that this was not
an isolated incident.

COVID-19 has worsened the racism
and xenophobia our AAPI brothers and
sisters face. Many elected officials
have used the pandemic to fan the
flames of hate, and now they refuse to
accept the consequences of their ac-
tions.

My district is home to over 10,000
Asian Americans. They make our com-
munity whole, and they do not deserve
to live in fear because of hateful rhet-
oric that has spread across America.

As President Biden has said, violence
against Asian Americans is un-Amer-
ican, and it must stop.

——————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
CHRISTOPHER BROWNAWELL

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, today, we
take a moment to remember the life
and service of Sergeant Major Chris-
topher Brownawell, a decorated Amer-
ican soldier who died unexpectedly last
week.

Chrigs’ life was defined by his service,
both in and out of uniform. For 24
years, Chris served honorably in the
United States Army, deploying to
Kosovo, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kuwait.

Outside of the military, Chris kept
our community safe as a corrections
officer at SCI Coal Township.

Those who knew Chris remember him
as the quintessential infantryman and
a purpose-driven leader who went out
of his way to develop and mentor other
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soldiers. Chris set the standard for
other soldiers and, undoubtedly, had a
profound impact on so many during his
years of service.

Every freedom we have in this Nation
was paid for by soldiers like Chris.
Chris is a hero, and his legacy of serv-
ice to our community, State, and coun-
try will live on with his family and
friends and our community.

——————

HATE CRIMES AGAINST ASIANS
MUST STOP

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, eight lives
were lost in Georgia this week when a
gunman targeted three Asian-owned
businesses. Six of these victims were
Asian-American women.

I am heartbroken for all these lost
souls, and I am heartbroken because
this is just one of the latest in a string
of attacks that have created fear
throughout the Asian-American com-
munity.

Since the start of the coronavirus
pandemic, there have been over 3,800
reported anti-Asian hate crimes and in-
cidents. What started off as dirty looks
and verbal assault has escalated into
physical attacks that have become in-
creasingly deadly.

There was Vicha Ratanapakdee, an
84-year old man who died after being
assaulted outside of his home, and Noel
Quintana, whose face was slashed from
ear to ear on a New York subway.

These attacks have been almost a
daily tragedy, and they must stop. We
must stand united against xenophobia
and slurs like ‘‘China virus’ and ‘‘Kung
flu,” which we know put lives at risk,
and we must work together to stop
Asian hate.

————

RECOGNIZING KIDNEY CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. HAGEDORN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HAGEDORN. Mr. Speaker, March
is Kidney Cancer Awareness Month,
and frankly, every month is cancer
awareness month.

Two years ago, I was diagnosed with
stage IV kidney cancer, and ever since,
I have received treatment and great
care from the Mayo Clinic in Roch-
ester, Minnesota.

Two months ago, they removed my
kidney, and I am very grateful to say
that, just this week, my doctor said
“‘no cancer detected’ at this time.

But here is the point about this: My
cancer was found through a routine
physical. I had no symptoms.

In this past year, millions of Ameri-
cans have, for whatever reason,
coronavirus or otherwise, postponed or
canceled their doctor’s visits and
aren’t getting the cancer screenings
they have in the past.

I encourage everyone to make sure
you get out there, see your doctor reg-
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ularly, get looked into, because the
earliest possible detection of serious
illness can literally save your life. I am
someone who can attest to that.

To my fellow cancer survivors, hang
in there. Keep fighting because cures
are coming along every day. And, Mr.
Speaker, it is uncanny how family,
friends, medical professionals, total
strangers, they rally around us and
help us fight.

———
HONORING DR. I.M. SINGER

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and accomplish-
ments of Dr. I.M. Singer, one of Amer-
ica’s most influential mathematicians.

The son of Polish-Jewish immi-
grants, Dr. Singer had an unquenchable
thirst for knowledge and graduated
from the University of Michigan with a
degree in physics in just 2% years be-
fore joining the United States military
during World War II.

Upon returning, Dr. Singer earned a
doctorate degree in mathematics from
the University of Chicago. Later, he
chaired committees at the TUnited
States National Academy of Sciences,
was a member of the White House
Science Council, and cofounded the
Mathematical Sciences Research Insti-
tute in Berkeley.

Dr. Singer’s most prominent con-
tribution was the Atiyah-Singer index
theorem, which created a link between
mathematical analysis and topology
and, ultimately, led to a new field of
mathematics. For his work, Dr. Singer
received the most prestigious award in
mathematics, the Abel Prize.

As a fellow mathematician, I deeply
admire Dr. Singer’s contributions to
theoretical physics and mathematics,
which have revolutionized the way we
understand the universe.

————
HONORING BURKE WALL

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember and honor
Burke Wall, who passed away on March
1, 2021, at the age of 76.

Burke was a lifelong Georgian who
graduated from the University of Geor-
gia with a degree in dairy production.
Burke was an avid UGA football fan
and an active sportsman.

Burke was also an enthusiastic deep-
sea fisherman aboard his boat called
Trashman, and his talents were recog-
nized in numerous tournaments along
the East Coast.

In 2019, Burke won the Edisto Beach
South Carolina Governor’s Cup Tour-
nament and impressively put a 549-
pound blue marlin on the dock at the
Mid-Atlantic 500 the same year, earn-
ing him second place.
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